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Martin Primary School Curriculum Policy 

 
What are the principles that guide this policy? 
 
Martin Primary School provides a rich learning environment, both inside and outside 
the classroom, which is conducive to high quality teaching and learning. We want all 
children to achieve their very best and to become successful adults. It is our school’s 
policy to maximise the potential of all pupils, including all different identifiable cohorts 
of pupils such as: disadvantaged, English as an Additional Language, summer born, 
SEN&D pupils and academically more able pupils, including those who are gifted and 
talented. This is embraced and supported at all levels in the school. 
 
Our curriculum is designed to prepare children for opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of future life, and we strive to do so by offering a broad and balanced 
curriculum from the children’s first days in the Nursery through to the end of Year 6. 
Through our school’s curriculum we seek to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, 
mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society. In addition, 
we actively promote British values to ensure pupils are well prepared for life in 
modern Britain. 
 
We have used the excellent practice and theories embedded in early years practice 
as a springboard for developing a whole school approach to teaching and learning.  
 
Children learn best when they can see links and have reasons for learning. Our 
curriculum promotes enjoyment of learning through debate, creativity, purpose and 
relevance. We hope that pupils are motivated by achievement both now and in the 
future and have a positive attitude towards themselves, others and their environment. 
Through our approach we aim to develop resilience in our pupils, so they are willing 
to take risks in their learning, accepting that making mistakes is an important part of 
the learning process. 
 
The Creative Curriculum at Martin Primary School has been developed to engage 
children fully in their own learning by adopting an imaginative, practical and cross-
curricular approach, as we believe this results in the optimum learning outcomes.  
 
Martin Primary School achieved its Rights Respecting School (RRS) Gold level 
accreditation in March 2019, and we are proud that the RRS agenda underpins our 
school’s broad and rich curriculum. 
 
Another important facet of our school’s curriculum is Forest School. Through our 
whole school engagement with Forest School provision we aim to develop personal, 
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social and emotional skills such as self-discovery, confidence and independence. 
Forest School also helps improve communication skills and raise self-esteem. 
 
 
Links to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
 

Article 6 
 Every child has the right to life. Governments must do all they can to make sure that 
children survive and develop to their full potential. 
 
Article 28 
Every child has the right to a good quality education.  
 
Article 29  
Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It 
must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their 
parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. 
 
Article 31 
 Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and 
artistic activities. 
 
 
What are the key policy targets? 
 
We aim to: 

• empower learners to develop their own questions and lines of enquiry 
• provide skills-based as well as knowledge-based learning 
• set up imaginative learning opportunities that encourage learners to 

experience life beyond the classroom 
 

We also aim:  

 To provide a broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated curriculum  
 To provide appropriate learning opportunities to include all pupils 
 To promote partnership between pupil, parent/carer, teacher and community 
 To ensure continuity and progression within the school and between phases of 

education  
 To foster teaching styles which will offer and encourage a variety of relevant 

learning opportunities  
 To accelerate the learning progress of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable 

pupils in order to diminish the difference in progress and attainment between 
them and their peers 

 To make provision within our broad curriculum to enable pupils to work at 
greater depth within age related expectations 

 To encourage a respect for the school and its environment so that learning is 
a positive and pleasurable experience for all  

 To deal with all curriculum related complaints made by parents/carers in line 
with agreed procedures 
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What outcomes are we seeking to achieve for our pupils? 

We want to help our pupils to:  

 Develop lively, enquiring minds, an ability to question and argue rationally and 
an ability to apply themselves to tasks and physical skills 

 Acquire understanding, knowledge and key skills relevant to school, adult life 
and employment in a fast-changing world  

 Be able to use language and number effectively 
 Develop personal moral values, respect for religious values and tolerance of 

other races, religions and ways of life  
 Understand the world in which they live and the inter-dependence of 

individuals, groups and nations  
 Appreciate human achievements and aspirations – a sense of ‘awe and 

wonder’ 
 To develop  

‘The Martin Way’, which is our school ethos, encapsulates many of these desired 
outcomes: 

M 
Mutual respect and Manners 
 

A 
Aiming high without limits 

R 
Resilient and Risk taking 
 

T 
Team work inside the school and with the wider community 
 

I 
Inclusive and respecting Individuality 
 

N 
Never-ending learning journey 

 

How is the curriculum organised in EYFS? 

Our curriculum in the Nursery and Reception classes is governed by the statutory 
framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2014. We believe that every child 
has a right to fulfil their potential and we need to ensure that children complete the 
EYFS ready to benefit fully from the opportunities ahead of them. 

There are seven areas of learning and development that shape our educational 
provision in our EYFS, which can be broken down into prime areas and specific 
areas. The three prime areas are: 

 communication and language 
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 physical development 

 personal, social and emotional development 

The four specific areas are: 

 literacy 

 mathematics 

 understanding the world 

 expressive arts and design 

The Nursery (ages 3 to 4) 

The Nursery provides a happy and stimulating introduction to school life. It is a fully 
integrated part of the school, giving children the opportunity to benefit from the 
extensive range of facilities and specialist teaching available. The Nursery is very 
well resourced and our teachers and support staff make sure that each child receives 
access to a full and varied range of learning opportunities. 

The Nursery Curriculum encourages the development of the whole child. Emphasis is 
placed on enhancing basic pre-school skills at this formative age. 

Reception 

The Reception classes provide a stimulating, challenging environment in which 
children are excited to begin to develop the skills they will need for school and future 
life. Children have access to both the indoor and outdoor classrooms, learning 
through imaginative hands-on activities, relevant to their interests and in readiness 
for their ‘next steps’. They are encouraged to take risks as well as to develop 
creativity and critical thinking, following their own investigations. Phonics is 
introduced using a synthetic scheme (Read Write Inc.) which continues throughout 
Key Stage 1, and beyond if required. Emphasis is placed on ensuring the children 
are ready for Year One, whilst continuing to develop the whole child and to foster a 
love of learning.  

How is the curriculum organised in KS1 and KS2? 

From Year 1 to Year 6 the curriculum at Martin Primary School consists of: 

 

 The National Curriculum 2014 (Key stage 1 and 2 framework document) 

 The wider school curriculum – incorporating a topic based, cross-curricular 
approach 

 Barnet’s agreed syllabus for Religious Education (R.E.) Parents may exercise 
their right of withdrawal from religious worship and instruction  

 A PSHE curriculum using materials from SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects 
of Learning) as well as from the United Nations’ Rights of the Child Charter 

 Philosophy for Children (P4C) 

 A foreign language (Spanish) 

 Sex and Relationships Education  
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 From Reception through to Year 6 opportunities are taken to enrich the 
curriculum through: 

 visitors to the school, including artists, craftspeople, actors, musicians 

 the use of the school grounds e.g. the science/pond area and orchard 

 use of the locality e.g. Coldfall Woods, Highgate Cemetery  

 educational visits and workshops: at least one per term 

 special whole school days or weeks e.g. ‘Paint a Portrait Day’, Science week 

 Enabling Enterprise projects 

 Forest School learning 

 Philosophy for Children (P4C) 

Many of these activities embrace the cultural diversity of the community in which we 
live and enhance the aesthetic environment of the school. 

 
What is our school curriculum overview? 
 
For each year group from year one to six inclusive, there is a termly curriculum topic 
overview, which indicates the length of each topic (from 1 week to 4 weeks) as well 
as the subject ‘driver’ for each topic: namely history, geography or science. The 
driver indicates what the main focus of the topic will be, although other foundation 
subjects will be incorporated into the broad topic. Links will also be made to English 
and Mathematics where appropriate, enabling pupils to demonstrate mastery skills 
across the curriculum. It is essential that pupils are given opportunities to apply their 
mathematical knowledge to science and other subjects. On our curriculum overview 
there is also an indication of which artists and designers will be covered in each 
topic, with reference to any specific works of art. 
 
 
What subjects are taught at Martin Primary School? 
 
In Key Stages 1 and 2 three core subjects are taught, namely English, Mathematics 
and Science.  
Eight foundation subjects are also taught which are: Art and design, Computing, 
Design and technology, Foreign Language (Spanish), Geography, History, Music and 
Physical Education (P.E.). 
Religious Education (R.E.), using the Barnet Agreed Syllabus, is also taught. 
 
English 

 Taught as a separate subject  

 Opportunities for extended writing across the curriculum 

 Years 1 to 6 receive 5 lessons per week 

 Guided reading and  Phonics (KS1) are taught daily 

 Spelling and Handwriting  

 Teachers use the Primary Curriculum document to identify ‘non-negotiables’ 
for Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing in each year group 

 ‘Literary Heritage’ boxes and Power of Reading resources in each year group 
ensure access to high quality texts  

 
Mathematics 



Martin Primary School: Curriculum Policy 
 

7 

 

 Taught as a separate subject  

 Opportunities to apply mathematical skills across the curriculum, but in 
Science in particular 

 Years 1 to 6 receive 5 lessons per week 

 Teachers use the Primary Curriculum document to identify ‘non-negotiables’ 

 Teachers also refer to the year by year breakdown, devised by the National 
Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics (NCETM) in conjunction with 
White Rose 

 The bar model method is used to help children visualise mathematical 
concepts and to solve problems.  

 
Science  

 Included in our yearly curriculum topics 

 Separate dedicated Science planning format to ensure the integrity of this core 
subject is maintained 

 Teachers use the Primary Curriculum document to identify ‘non-negotiables’ 
 

 
 
Computing 

 Linked to core subjects and topic 

 Discrete computing skills taught in dedicated lessons e.g. coding 

 Dedicated time focused on e-Safety 

 Teachers use the Primary Curriculum document to identify ‘non-negotiables’ 
 

 
Foundation Subjects (Geography, History, Art, D.T,) 

 Foundation subjects taught through  our topic based curriculum 

 Progression of foundation subjects linked to key skills 
 
 
R.E  

 Taught as a separate subject, adhering to the Barnet Agreed Syllabus 
 
 
P.E 

 Taught as a separate subject but topic links made where appropriate 

 Taught in accordance with the framework set out in the Primary National 
Curriculum 2014 

 
Spanish (Modern Foreign Language: MFL) 

 Taught as a separate subject by specialist teachers and class teachers from 
Year 1 onwards 

 Taught in accordance with the framework set out in the Primary National 
Curriculum 2014 

 
Music 

 Taught as a separate subject by a specialist teacher (DaCapo Music) and the 
class teacher 
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 Taught in accordance with the framework set out in the Primary National 
Curriculum 2014 

 Instrumental tuition (for one term) from BEAT (Barnet Expressive Arts Team) 
in Year 4 
 

How is work planned? 
 
An overview of the topics covered within Year 1 to Year 6 gives a broad outline and 
shows progression and continuity in topics and subjects taught in a cross curricular 
way across school.  In their planning teachers in each year group are mindful of end 
of year or end of key stage expectations. 
 
There are three parts to our planning: 
 
Long term planning: These plans show an overview of topics/themes covered in 
each year group. They give a broad outline for each year group and show 
progression and continuity between topics taught in a cross curricular way across 
school. 
 

Medium Term Planning: These plans incorporate children and adults’ questions 
linked to the topic driver. From these questions activities are planned. Some key 
skills and knowledge are planned for in advance, prior to asking for children’s ideas. 
This is to make sure that a breadth of skills and subject knowledge is covered across 
a year. Relevant links are made to other subjects and planned for. 

 
Weekly Planning: These break down the objectives into weekly achievable targets 
and activities.  
 
Pupils are part of the planning process at the medium and short term planning 
stages. Topics are reviewed by staff in the summer term. Children are also involved 
in the review process, as their opinion about the different topics is also sought. 
 
Home learning tasks are planned and set, where appropriate, to link the creative 
curriculum with learning at home. 

How do we carry out subject monitoring, evaluation and assessment? 

Subject teams monitor, review and evaluate their own subject areas to help maintain 
standards for each individual subject. This review process involves talking to pupils: 
pupil voice. 
 
 Assessment for Learning (AfL) is a key aspect of our daily teaching and we use this 
to inform next steps whilst working through a topic/theme.  
(See School’s Assessment Policy) 
 
 
How do we ensure Inclusion? 
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We value the diversity of individuals within the school. All children have equal access 
to the curriculum and are treated fairly regardless of race, religion or abilities.  We 
believe that all of our pupils should aim as high as they can and a ‘growth mind-set’ 
approach is promoted. 

Teachers plan to meet the needs of all pupils by ensuring learning is focused on 
individual pupils` needs and abilities. Outcomes from assessment of learning enable 
teachers to set targets which reflect individual pupils` skills, abilities and potential.  

(See Equality and Diversity Policy) 

How do we report on pupil attainment across the curriculum? 

A written school report is provided to parents/carers annually in the summer term. 
This provides parents/carers with information as to how their child is performing 
against year group expectations, namely: exceeding, in line with, working towards or 
below year group expectations. Parents are invited to Parent/Teacher Consultation 
meetings in the autumn and spring terms and an introductory ‘Meet the Teacher’ 
meeting in the autumn term. Parents/carers can also request an additional meeting 
with their child’s class teacher to discuss the annual report. The Governing Body 
receives regular reports on pupil attainment compared to National and Barnet 
attainment outcomes. 

 

Who is responsible for ensuring the curriculum is delivered? 

 
The Headteacher takes overall responsibility for the curriculum. Subject leaders 
monitor their particular subject to ensure that it is implemented consistently and 
effectively in line with the agreed policies. Consultation relating to the curriculum is 
facilitated through the annual stakeholder consultation process, from parents through 
questionnaires, from pupils through the class and school councils, and from staff and 
governors at their regular meetings. 

What additional knowledge and skills are taught? 

Sex and Relationship Education (SRE)  
The Governing Body has agreed a policy for SRE.  

Parents of pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 are given an opportunity to preview the 
learning materials used as the basis for the Year 5 and Year 6 Sex and Relationships 
Education programme of study which goes beyond the statutory science curriculum. 
In Year 5 the focus is on puberty, puberty hygiene and male and female changes. In 
Year 6 the focus is on puberty, reproduction, conception and pregnancy. Those 
parents wishing to withdraw their children from these lessons are given the 
opportunity to do so. SRE for other year groups forms part of the science and health 
education programmes of study. 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural learning opportunities 
Staff and governors are keen that all pupils are provided with SMSC learning 
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opportunities both within the planned curriculum and through current affairs, 
independent study, extra-curricular events and experiences. We want pupils to have 
a sense of ‘awe and wonder’ relating to the world around them as well as in respect 
of human achievement. As part of this process we are proud that we have acquired 
our Right Respecting School (RRS) Gold level accreditation. 

Philosophy for Children (P4C) 

Philosophy for children is taught throughout the school and aims to encourage 
children to be more thoughtful and reflective in order to deepen understanding about 
issues affecting children’s lives. Through regular sessions children develop emotional 
intelligence and critical thinking, speaking and listening skills  

In P4C children learn to raise questions and express their ideas about things that 
really matter to them. They work collaboratively and learn to listen and value the 
opinions of others. The children are encouraged to reason and develop philosophical 
questions with support from the teacher as the facilitator. P4C has a significant 
impact on children’s cognitive, social and emotional development, leading to an 
improvement in their communication skills, allowing them to be independent thinkers. 

Self-esteem and self-worth 
Celebration assemblies are held each week recognising the achievements of our 
pupils. Children’s work and achievement within the curriculum is celebrated and 
displayed to enable it to make a significant impact on the visual appearance of the 
school and to contribute to the school ethos. Talents of individual pupils are 
celebrated within class and at school assemblies and at the end of term talent shows. 
The awarding of house points also encourages pupils to do their best both in their 
school work and in their behaviour towards others. 
  
How is this policy monitored and reviewed? 
 
This policy will be monitored by the Senior Leadership Team and the Governing 
Body. 
It will be reviewed and updated periodically to ensure it meets all statutory 
requirements. 
 
 
Reviewed, updated and ratified: March 2019 
 
 Date of next review: March 2021 

 

 


