
 

 

 

Personal Social & Emotional development 

 
Making relationships 

The children will continue to make good and confident relationships with their peers, 

the Nursery’s adults and getting to know all the new children that will be joining us. 

The children will be supported to play co-operatively as part of a group, initiate and 

offer their ideas and to listen and respond positively to other’s ideas for the 

redirection and continuation of play and learning. 

Self Confidence and self-awareness 

The children will be encouraged to try new experiences, to always ‘have a go’ and 

will be given the space to explore independently; in turn this will help them to learn 

the sense of pride after self-achievement and that even when things don’t quite 

work out the way that they had hoped; patience, resilience and other useful traits 

are gained.  

Managing feelings and behaviour 

Now that the children are better aware of the Nursery’s routines and expectations, 

activities such as songs, turn taking games and carefully chosen stories will be used 

to further their awareness, recognition and understanding of the impact of their 

behaviour and actions on other’s, so that they may better ‘self-regulate’ their 

interactions.  

 
Understanding the World  

 
People and Communities 

Encourage your child to discuss, draw and write after you have spent some time at 

a local park, wood or pond: for example Cherry Tree or Highgate Woods, Steven’s 

House or The Pastures (Off Long Lane). 

The World 

We will be exploring our school environment and all the nature that it supports trees, 

plants, animals, birds etc. and will encourage the children to openly comment, think 

critically and to form links between their prior and newly discovered knowledge to 

better enable them to predict possible outcomes. We will be using our five senses to 

describe the things we observe for example whether it is:- big or small, hot or cold, 

hard or soft, smooth or rough, wet or dry, sweet or sour etc.  

Communication and Language  

  
Listening and Attention 

We will continue to share many popular and traditional stories, songs and rhymes in order for 

your children to listen out for repeated refrains, new vocabulary, rhyming and alliterative words. 

To help them accurately recall events and stories, they will continue to break them down into a 

simple story structure (Beginning, middle and end), its settings, characters and key events in 

order. 

Understanding 

The children will handle new tools and objects, learning to understand and explain their uses, so 

as to enable them to give and follow accurate instructions using appropriate vocabulary and 

prepositions.  

Speaking 

When speaking, open and high order questioning will be used to encourage the children to link 

their thoughts and connect their ideas to explain Who? Why? When? What is or might be 

happening? They will continue to expand their vocabulary on topics, objects and people that 

are of particular interest by actively being involved in our child initiated planning.  
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Technology 

The children will explore a range of cause and effect and ICT toys and equipment: switches, 

circuits, pulleys and APPs plus learning that information can be acquired from computers. 

Physical Development     

  
Moving and handling 

The children will continue to learn and explore about the many ways 

they can use their body e.g. in large, strong and small, fine movements. 

They will learn to become risk aware, not risk adverse, they will be 

negotiating steps with alternate feet, riding tricycles, bikes, scooters, 

balancing (along raised beams and on one leg), climbing trees, 

swinging, lifting, stacking, kicking, throwing and catching balls, cutting 

with knives and scissors, sawing with saws etc. 

They will have constant access to and encouragement to use many 

different one handed tools including: pens, pencils, crayons, paint 

brushes, ribbon wands and chalks to draw circles (in an anticlockwise 

direction) lines, loop the loops, shapes etc. and describe what they have 

drawn, written or made. 

Health and Self-care 

The children will continue to independently look after their own needs in 

respect of toileting, nose blowing, handwashing, getting dressed and will 

be able to confidently request assistance, once they have had a 

concerted try. 

 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning are developed 

throughout the Early Years at Martin Primary School:- 

 

To be able to Engage in purposeful play and learning, find 

things out, explore and ‘have a go’ at new things. 

 

To be Motivated by active learning, to get involved, 

concentrate and maintain focus. To keep on trying when 

challenges occur, enjoy and show pride in what they have set 

out to do. 

 

To Create and Think Critically, having their own ideas, making 

links, testing their ideas and predicting. They will choose 

different ways to do things, planning problem solving, 

reflecting and changing strategies as needed.     

Literacy  

 
Reading 

We will continue to have the children self-register by recognising and reading their 

own names and playing listening and 1st phoneme (letter sound) games throughout 

the Nursery day. Please continue to use every opportunity for your child to also 

recognise and ‘read’ environmental print such as logos and signs as well as 

exposing them to a range of texts to practise using and handling them: turning 

pages and using a finger to follow the print from L to R, from top to bottom and to 

create a story using illustrations etc. 

Writing 

Please continue to model writing to your child, in the form of lists, notes and 

correspondence. Talk to them about the marks (drawings and writing) you and they 

make when ‘writing’ or ‘mark making’, emphasising that we write for a purpose and 

that print carries meaning and information. 

 Expressive Arts and Design  

 
Exploring and using Media and Materials 

 Please actively teach and expose your children to songs and music that have significance in 

your family, whether it’s a traditional song in your home language, a nursery rhyme, a rocking 

pop tune you all sing when in the car or a piece of music that you use to sooth your child to 

sleep. Make up dances and moves that reflect the tempo and mood of the music you like to 

listen to.  

Being Imaginative 

The availability of small world props, dressing up and various role play environments, will 

continue to motivate the children to act out familiar peoples characteristics, events, scenarios, 

stories and ideas for play and learning. 

We will also be learning how sounds can be changed, making them load or quiet, high or low, 

fast or slow etc. playing and having fun with simple rhythms, rhymes, tunes and songs. 

Mathematics 

 
Numbers 

Please encourage your child to count out a number of things you need 

for a specific purpose e.g. Plates for dinner, 10 grapes each for a picnic 

or they could make a pictorial shopping list e.g.  

      5 Appl               3 Oranges  

…and then go out and count out each item (1:1) into a basket to buy. 

To continue to observe and recognise some numbers in the environment 

(Distinguishing them from letters) Any A5 photos of Numbers out and 

about, would be very much appreciated for an in-class display (With no 

children or other people visible please) 

Shape, Space and Measure 

We will encourage the children to use simple language to describe 

shapes: big or small, long or short, curved or straight, counting how many 

sides and corners etc. and to recognise opposites or similarities and 

differences between them. 

        In the form of pictures, constructions and props for play, the children 

will be making many arrangements of 2D and/or 3D shapes. They will 

then be encouraged to explain their reasoning in choosing a particular 

shape for their special property or useful feature and be learning to 

effectively instruct another child to follow their design or plans using 

some positional language.  

 


