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Policy for Promoting Community Cohesion at Martin Primary School 
 
Why do we need a policy for promoting community cohesion? 
 
Under the Race Relations Amendment Act 2000: 
“Schools have a duty to eliminate unlawful racial discrimination and to promote equality of 
opportunity and good relations between people of different groups.” 
 
The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a duty on the governing bodies of 
maintained schools to promote community cohesion.  
 
From 1st July 2015 schools have a duty to have “…due regard to the need to prevent people 
from being drawn into terrorism.” (This duty is known as the Prevent duty.) One way that we 
seek to carry out the Prevent duty is to build pupils’ resilience to radicalism by promoting 
fundamental British values and championing community cohesion. 
 
At Martin Primary School equal opportunities plays an integral part in all aspects of teaching 
and learning. We acknowledge the important role that all parts of the community play in 
developing an understanding of issues such as racism, inequalities and of struggles for equal 
rights and justice. We take care to ensure that stereotypes in terms of race, gender, sexuality, 
disability and class are actively challenged.  
 
How does this policy link to the UN Rights of the Child Charter? 
 
Article 14: 
Every child has the right to think and believe what they want and to practise their religion, as 
long as they are not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. Governments 
must respect the rights of parents to give their children information about this right. 

 
Article 15: 
Every child has the right to meet with other children and to join groups and organisations, as 
long as this does not stop other people from enjoying their rights. 

 
Article 30: 
Every child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their family, 
regardless of whether these are shared by the majority of the people in the country where 
they live. 

 
Article 31: 
Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic 
activities. 
 
 
What is community cohesion? 
 
By community cohesion, we mean working towards a society in which there is a common 
vision and sense of belonging by all communities; a society in which the diversity of people’s 
backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and valued; a society in which similar life 
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opportunities are available to all, and a society in which strong and positive relationships exist 
and continue to be developed in the workplace, in schools and in the wider community.  
 

Our role in promoting equality is crucial: by creating equal opportunities for pupils’ 
achievement and enabling every child to achieve his/her potential, we can make a significant 
contribution to long term community cohesion.  
 
Through our ethos and curriculum, Martin Primary School promotes discussion surrounding a 
common sense of identity and the notion of “shared futures”. At the same time we support 
diversity, showing pupils how different communities can be united by shared values and 
common experiences. 
 
What does community mean from our perspective? 
 
For our school, the term ‘community’ has a number of dimensions including: 
 

 the school community – the children we serve, their parents/carers and families, the 
school’s staff and governing body, and community users of the school’s facilities and 
services 

 the community within which our school is located – the school in its geographical 
community and the people who live or work in the area. This applies not just to the 
immediate neighbourhood but also to the local authority and city within which our school is 
located 

 the UK community  - all schools are by definition part of this community  

 the global community – formed by the EU and international links 
   
 
How does our school contribute towards community cohesion? 
 
As a starting point, we build community cohesion by promoting equality of opportunity and 
inclusion for different groups of pupils within our school. But alongside this we also examine 
and challenge any inequalities and encourage a strong respect for diversity. We are 
responsible for equipping our pupils to live and thrive alongside people from many different 
backgrounds. We promote shared values and encourage our pupils to actively engage with 
others to understand what they all hold in common. This is integral to our promotion of our 
school’s values, children’s rights and British Values.  
 
Our school’s contribution to community cohesion can be grouped under the three following 
headings: 
 

 Teaching, learning and curriculum – through the entire curriculum we promote 
discussion of a common sense of identity and support diversity, showing pupils how 
different communities can be united by shared values and common experiences  

 

 Equality and excellence – to ensure equal opportunities for all to succeed at the 
highest level possible, striving to remove barriers to access and participation in 
learning and wider activities .We also work to eliminate variations in outcomes for 
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different groups 
 

 Engagement and extended services – to provide reasonable means for children and 
their friends and families to interact with people from different backgrounds and build 
positive relations: including links with different schools and communities and the 
provision of extended services with opportunities for pupils, families and the wider 
community to take part in activities and receive services which build positive interaction 
and achievement for all groups. 

 
 
 
What do we need to consider in promoting community cohesion? 
 
Under the headings set out above, the approach we take includes a range of activities, some 
of which take place within our own school, whilst others take place between different schools 
or between schools, parents/carers and local and wider communities. 
 

 School to school partnerships e.g. sharing facilities/transition work/learning challenges. 
Our current partnerships include the FAB (Finchley and Barnet) Schools Partnership 
and NITSA (Northgate International Teaching Schools Alliance). We also work in 
partnership with other local schools, including; Brookland School, Holy Trinity and The 
Archer Academy. 

 

 School to the community e.g. making links with the local library, community police 
officers, local faith communities, volunteer readers, donations from our ‘Harvest 
Festival’ to local groups, East Finchley Arts Festival, East Finchley Community 
Festival, Global Learning Programme, Destination East Finchley project and link with 
the Ann Owens Centre. 

 

 Engagement with parents/carers through: Parent/carers consultation evenings, ILP 
meetings, workshops for parents/carers, celebration assemblies and celebratory 
events, coffee mornings and workshops designed for EYFS parents / carers, Martin’s 
Multilingual library for parents and children. 

 
 As a school, it is important for us to regularly carry out an audit of our existing practice in 
relation to community cohesion to determine what further action may be required.  
 
 
 
What does the school provide within its teaching, learning and curriculum provision? 
 
Community Cohesion is part of our school ethos, The Martin Way, which promotes team work 
within our school and with the wider community. Our school ethos and values are discussed 
frequently in our assemblies to ensure all pupils have a shared and deep understanding of 
them. Our assemblies also involve members of the local and wider community. 
 
As from September 2015, Martin Primary School has adopted the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. The different articles of this convention are explored in assemblies 
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and within each class at a level appropriate to the age of the child. Through this approach we 
hope to further promote community cohesion, through the realisation that all children have the 
same rights. 
 
Community Cohesion is taught and discussed across the curriculum but has many elements 
which are taught through PSHE, RE, English, Geography and History (Topic Work). 
 
As an effective school we have high standards of teaching, learning and curriculum provision. 
This, in turn, supports high standards of attainment, promotes shared values and builds 
pupils’ understanding of the diversity that surrounds them.  
 
We encourage children to recognise similarities and appreciate different cultures, religions, 
beliefs, ethnicities and socio-economic backgrounds. There are high expectations of success 
for everyone, with all pupils expected and encouraged by teachers and parents to achieve 
their full potential.   
 
We provide opportunities across the curriculum to promote shared values and help pupils to 
value differences and to challenge prejudice, discrimination and stereotyping.  
 
We continue to develop a programme of curriculum-based activities, whereby pupils’ 
understanding of community and diversity is enriched through fieldwork, visits and visitors. 
 
We have a dedicated Ethnic Minorities Achievement (EMA) teacher, who oversees support 
for pupils for whom English is an additional language (EAL). The EMA teacher provides 
specific support for the teaching staff for EAL pupils to remove barriers to effective learning, 
enabling the pupils to be integrated and achieve the highest possible level in English. 
  
How does the school promote equality and excellence? 
 
We already have a focus on securing high standards of attainment for all pupils from all ethnic 
backgrounds, and of different socio-economic groups, abilities and interests, ensuring that 
pupils are treated with respect and supported to achieve their full potential.  
 
We analyse assessment results to keep track of the relative performance of different groups 
and to tackle underperformance by any particular group through our range of intervention 
programmes. We have a dedicated Achievement Leader who is specifically focused on 
‘decreasing the difference’ between the different cohorts within our school, focusing on clearly 
identified ‘vulnerable’ pupils, who may be ‘falling behind’ other pupils. 
 
We have effective approaches in place to deal with bullying and monitor carefully whether 
pupils from different groups are more likely to be victims or to be disciplined. 
 
We actively promote the notion of democracy, by ensuring that ‘pupil voice’ is heard. We have 
an active school council and children know they are able to effect change through this body 
so they can make a difference within school and to school life. We are also part of the Young 
Global Ambassadors programme, whereby children are selected by their peers and they work 
to support our local community and global community through fundraising and development 
projects. We have recently launched an eco-council. 
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SMSC is a strength of the school and is widely promoted through the school’s ethos and 
curriculum, promoting shared values and a common identity whilst supporting the diversity of 
the school community. 
 
How does the school engage with its communities? 
 
School to school 
 
We have developed excellent links with many local secondary schools, with their teachers 
regularly coming to the school to support teaching and learning and our pupils make use of 
facilities at various secondary schools. 
 
Activities such as intra-school quiz events, sports events and the after school provision (LBL) 
provide pupils with the opportunity to meet with and learn from and with other young people 
from different backgrounds. We also participate in activities within the Local Authority such as 
drama, music and dance festivals, which all provide a means for our pupils to interact with 
pupils from other schools. 
 
 
School to parents/carers and the community 
 
The school has excellent partnership activities with parents and the local and wider 
community which include: 

 A weekly coffee morning and resource group 

 A thriving team of volunteers from the parent body (Martin Home School Association: 
MHSA) 

 Organised activities for the community: e.g.  Christmas Bazaar and Summer Fair 

 Contributing to community events: e.g. East Finchley Community Festival and Arts 
Festival 

 Hosting community events: e.g. Barnet Infant Music Festival 

 Bringing community representatives into school to work with the pupils or to support 
learning: e.g. local church ministers, ‘Pathways’, parent volunteers and local artists in 
art week  

 Visits to local places of worship (eg. mosques, synagogues and temples) and the local 
police and fire brigade 

 Local engagement through links with community groups and organisations, enabling 
them to play a role in the school and encouraging pupils to make a positive contribution 
in the local area: eg. East Finchley library summer reading programme 

 Maintaining strong links and multi-agency working between the school and other local 
agencies, such as the police, social care and health professionals 

 Having secondary school pupils on work placement 

 Hosting a monthly ‘drop in’ event for asylum seekers and contributing to this event e.g. 
by making cakes 

 Spanish language assistants from partner schools in Spain: placements last at least 
one term 

 Swiss teachers (3 week placement) as part of a European exchange programme 
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 Destination East Finchley (lottery project) 

 Link with Migration Museum of London 

 Link with Ann Owens Centre – visits with children 

 Link with The Archer newspaper 
 
Extended services 
 
The school provides the core offer of extended provision.  We offer a breakfast club, a 
number of after schools clubs and extended care until 6.00pm (LBL). 
 
Further development:  
 

 To find financial solutions so that a higher number of vulnerable families can be 
supported in having access to breakfast club and LBL. 

 To develop links with other local schools through Destination East Finchley project 

 To make links with and organise visits to local Places of Worship 
 
 
What role do our governors play? 

 
The school governing body is legally responsible for ensuring that the school meets the 
duty to promote community cohesion; with the head teacher taking responsibility for 
operational management. Governors have a key role in supporting the school as it 
improves its effectiveness in promoting community cohesion. Forging partnerships across 
the local community is a central part of community cohesion work and governors can 
contribute to extending the school’s network of local partners. 

 
How do we aim to further develop community cohesion in the future? 
 

 To continue to develop global links with other schools particularly our school in Madrid 
and Tryamboli Vidyalaya school in India 

 To further develop parental/carer support programmes. We will continue to provide 
workshops for EYFS parents / carers and will introduce English language classes 

 To provide curriculum evenings and teaching and learning activities for parent/carers 
and children 

 To continue to review and update the curriculum to ensure that it represents the school 
community, the wider community and the global community 

 To have a dedicated member of the extended Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to further 
promote Community Cohesion within the school and with the wider local and global 
community. 

 To continue to develop the Enabling Enterprise programme, whereby links with 
businesses are established to support children to develop the resilience, enterprise 
skills and experiences of the world for future success. 

 
This policy statement was first written in 2009 
Updated and reviewed in October 2018 
To be reviewed in October 2020 


